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Prevalent school bullying
calls for stricter remedies

# Failure of school to take action should be escalatedto ""I“Fz‘&’;t i Imwasl ":53&;"? that navy cadet
Education Ministry as physical, psychological harassment mmmgm

no longer disciplinary issues but criminal acts: Lawyer S e o e
= 3 students convicted ofmuldedng him.
M BY KIRTINEE RAMESH : - The six will only serve 18 years in prison,
S Y . misconceptions parents have isbellevlng that aﬁa the Federal Court set aside their death
g @thesundaily.com bullying is a normal part of growing up. sentences recently.

“Some parents assume their children are  Lawyer and Anti-Bullying Act Campaign
PETALING JAYA: The rising number of too resilient to be bullied or believe they head Wan Azliana Wan Adnan said bullying
bullying cases in schools calls for inmediate  would always confide in them if they were must be recognised as a serious crime,
action and stricter measures to curb the issue.  harassed. warranﬁng strict policies and legal
According to the Sistem Sahsiah Diri “Others dismiss bullying, advise children consequences.
Murid statistics under the Education Ministry,  to ignore it, or fear legal complications if they “Many students remaln sﬂem due to
bullying cases surged from 3,887 in 2022 to  report it, ultimately allowing the issue to threats from bullies, fearing that their reports
5,891 in 2023. escalate,” she said, adding that has would not be taken seriously or that they
By October 2024, 5,703 cases were made commendable efforts lnM:mnng won't be protected.
recorded, bringing the total number of bullying, but gaps remain in enforcement. “To combat this, training teachers and staff
students involved in bullying incidents to “Some cases are ignored, mishandled or in intervention techniques is important.
11,594, only taken seriously after being widely shared ~ Schools should also monitor high-risk areas
Malaysian Mental Health Association on social media. such as dormitories, assembly halls and
associate counsellor Nurhijjah Mat Zin told “There should be strict, standardised prefect rooms, where bullying is more likely
theSun male students are more likely to procedures that apply to all schools, ensuring 1o occur.
engage in physical bullying, while female . - swift action against bullies," said Nurhijjah. “If schools or authorities fail to act, victims
students tend to bully through emotional and She stressed that the eonseqmces of and parents should escalate the issue through
social means, and the victims are o&en bullying can be devastating, leading to formal complaints to the Education Ministry.
13-year-old students. mental health suuggles, self-harm and even  Bullying is no longer just a discipline issue. It
“Bullying takes many forms, both verbal' fatalities. . is a crime," said Wan Azliana.
and non-verbal, some of which can have = ‘A fine of just mmoo is not enough to She also said with the growing use of digital
severe or even fatal consequences, The most »demtperpetntom. she added. platforms, cyberbullying has become an even
common types include physical bullying, Nurh}]jab proposed that every school has  greater concern.
such as pushing, punching and kicking, as  at least one trained counsellor rather than “Unlike conventional bullying, it allows
well as coercion to comply with unreasonable  relying solely on teacher-counsellors, and perpetrators to hide behind fake accounts and

demands,’ said Nurhijjah. - o b - implementing a clear, accessible reporting operate anonymously, making it more
“Verbal bullying involves thmats _system for students and parents to seek help damaging and harder to track.
name-calling, slander and harassment,whlle - without fear of repercussions “To counter this, parents must actively

social isolation, cyberbullying and body “We should adopt global best practices, monitor the online activities of their children
shaming are becoming increasingly common.  such as Finland’s KiVa programme, which and encourage open communication,’
She warned that one of the bf@est - encourages students to intervene and stand  she said.
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- Gantung sekolah jika bersalah hisap vape

Darimukal

“Pihak sekolah perlu menga-
dakan sesi konsultasi bersama
ibu bapa atau penjaga kepada
murid yang terlibat dalam salah
laku vape. Murid juga perlu me-
lengkapkan borang akur janji
untuk tidak melakukan kesala

han ini lagi.

: “Seandainya murid mgkar
dan mengulangi salah laku itu,

pihak sekolah boleh menge-
* nakan tindakan dengan meng-
~gantung persekolahan selama
- 14 hari persekolahan yang tidak

naan rokok elektronik disebab-

kan peratusan penggunaan yang

semakin meningkat.
Fadhlina berkata, usaha pa-

bahaya rokok elektronik serta

tirokok dan Vape, Skuad Junior
Antidadah melalui Kelab PPDa
serta Kempen Hidup Sihat Ce-
gah Rokok dan Vape,” katanya.

ling berkesan bagi mengawal Beliau berkata, pihak kemen-
penularan kebejatan sosial itu terian juga percaya usaha me-
adalah melalui pendidikan nangani masalah ketagihan ro-
pencegahan seperti program  kok elektronik dalam kalangan
Pendldlkan Pencegahan Da}lah‘ ~ murid sekolah akan lebih berke-
(PPDa). 3t bl FS sanmelalm kerjasama strateg:k
Jelasnya, program itu dilak- ~ dengan pelbagai pihak.
‘sanakan melalui kunkulum, Sehubungan itu, katanya,
kokurilmlum“tlan aktiviti pem- KPM sentiasa mengadakan ker-
bangunan s murid. - jasama erat dengan pihak Polis
“Murid didedahkan kepadar Diraja Malaysia (PDRM) melalui

Pegawai Perhubungan Sekolah

melibatkan peperiksaan awam,”  dilatih untuk menjadi duta sah- (PPS) di séhap sekolah.k %
katanya di Dewan Negara, se- smhyangmembanturakanse-- "l( : dangh ‘Kemen-
,,malam. “ baya menjauhi gejala negatif. ‘terian Kesihatan, pihak berkua-
Behau menjawab soalan Se- “KPM juga melaksanakan be- -sa tem
~ mator Datuk Dr. Azhar Ahmad  berapa lagi program dan aktiviti mas
mengenai langkah-langkah yang pendid pencegahan seperti « peml;ehan
telah dirangka dalam menan-  Program Skim Lencana Anﬁﬁa}“kepada uric
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Fadh!lna pada sesi pertanyaan bqgi qualesZIn dx Dewan Negara,

e Pe jaryangdldapatlmelakiman
berulang menghisap
- vape atau rokok elektronik di
sekolah, boleh digantung perse-
kolahan selama 14 hari atau di-
buang sekolah.

Menteri Pendidikan, Fadhlina
Sidek, berkata tindakan disiplin
itu adalah bentuk ketegasan di-
ambil Kementerian Pendidikan
(KPM) bagi membendung isu
penggunaan vape di sekolah se-
perti ditetapkan menerusi Surat
Siaran Bilangan 17 Tahun 2015
yang melarang penggunaan ro-
kok elektronik atau vape di se-
kolah.

Beliau berkata, tindakan tegas
itu diambil selepas amaran di-
berikan kepada pelajar berkena-
an, termasuk memanggil ibu ba-
pa mereka bagi menghadiri sesi
konsultasi di sekolah.

“Harus ada amaran dan me-
reka akan dipanggil, ibu bapanya
juga untuk konsultasi. Kemudi-

-

an dia kena melengkapkan bo-
rang aku janji untuk tidak me-
lakukan kesalahan ini lagi.

“Kemudian sekiranya mereka
masih ingkar dan mengulangi
perbuatan ini, maka dia boleh
digantung sekolah selama 14 hari
persekolahan yang tidak mem-
babitkan peperiksaan awam dan
ketegasan kita adalah sehingga
tahap mereka juga boleh dibuang
-sekolah.

“Kita menganggap tindakan
membabi diri dengan ge
vape ini adalah satu yang
serius,” katanya memawab
lan Senator Damk Dr Az

Mengulas lamut u
caya, usaha paling berkesan ba
mengawal penularan Kkebejat:

program Pendidikan Pencega—
han Dadah (PPDa).

Katanya, program ini dilaksa-
nakan melalui kurikulum, ko-
kurikulum dan aktiviti pemba-
ngunan sahsiah murid, di mana
murid didedahkan kepada baha-
ya rokok elektronik dan vape
serta dilatih untuk menjadi duta
sahsiah yang membantu rakan
sebaya menjauhi gejala neganf

“Selain PPDa, KPM juga me-
laksana;mn beberapa lagi prog-
l;a!ﬁ dan aktiviti pendidikan pen-
‘wgalmn Program Skim

sosial ini adalah melalui pen: - elekire
didikan penoegahan s€pem :

£
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BTE: they continue ‘to
'~ defy the rules and re-
- peat the act, they may
~be suspended
~ from school for 14
- school days, exclud-
‘ing public examina-
tions. Our firm stance
- extends to the point
F ‘where they could face
‘expulsion.
“We consider involvement in
vaping to be a very serious mat-
ter,” she said in response to Sen-
ator Datuk Dr Azhar Ahmad dur-

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT

the spread of this social issue

through preventive education, |
such as the Drug Prevention Ed--

ucation programme.
She said this programme was
implemented through the cur-

riculum, co-curricular activities

and character development ini-
tiatives, where students were ed-
ucated on the dangets of elec-
tronic cigarettes and vaping.

“All these programmes and ac-
tivities aim to instil awareness
and understanding among stu-
dents about the dangers of elec-
tronic cigarettes while shaping
strong personal values, s~he

‘added. : A
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